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Freight volumes fall but confidence holds up 

Early signs suggest freight volumes at the Port of Melbourne are around 10 per cent below average, with heavy falls 
in car imports and bulk products offset by smaller falls in container volumes. 

Scenario planning undertaken by the port and available at https://www.portofmelbourne.com/covid-19-port-supply-
chain-update/ suggests trade volumes could soon spike before falling into a longer trough as slower economic activity 
suppresses demand. 

Despite this, industry confidence remains strong. A survey undertaken by the Victorian Transport Association revealed 
almost half (46%) of respondents expected an increase in international trade over the next four months compared to 
one-third (36%) who anticipated a reduction. Of those interviewed, two-thirds (64%) rely on international trade for at 
least half of their revenue. 

Almost three-quarters (68%) of respondents did not anticipate reducing staffing levels over the next three months. 

Three-quarters of respondents (77%) had not lost any customers over the past three months and an overwhelming 
95% indicated their relationships with customers had remained positive. 

 

Registration charges for heavy vehicles frozen 

Heavy vehicle registration charges will be frozen at their current levels from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021. 

They will not increase by the 2.5 per cent proposed in  November 2019. 

State and territory transport ministers made the decision in light of the reduction in economic activity expected for the 
June quarter. 

Heavy Vehicle registration charges are normally set to recover the heavy vehicle share of recent road construction 
and maintenance expenditure. 

The decision follows the Commonwealth Government’s announcement that the tax on truck fuel will be frozen at 25.8 
cents per litre for 2020-21. 

 

Tax relief for transport businesses 

For employers in Victoria participating in the Commonwealth Government’s JobKeeper program, “additional 
payments” you make to employees who are currently stood down are now exempt from payroll tax and the WorkCover 
premium. 

For these additional payments, the full $1,500 per fortnight is exempt. The additional payments are also excluded for 
the purposes of calculating WorkCover Premiums. Payments above a part-time employee’s usual salary will also be 
exempt from payroll tax and the WorkCover premium 

The Victorian Government will also freeze all fees and fines that were due for an increase in July 2020 – including car 
registration, traffic infringements, court-imposed penalties and permit fees. The Victorian Government has already 
announced the planned increase to the Landfill Levy will be deferred.These initiatives are part of the Victorian 
Government’s $491 million tax relief package. They build on the $1.7 billion economic survival and jobs package for 
businesses and worker impacted as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. To find out what support is 
available for businesses visit www.business.vic.gov.au/coronavirus  

 

Best practice guidelines released for seafarers 

The International Chamber of Shipping has issued a set of best-practice guidelines for interactions between seafarers 
and shore-based workers. 
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The guidelines cover topics like requiring seafarers to carry out health checks and wearing PPE. The guidelines are 
available at 

https://www.ics-shipping.org/docs/default-source/Press-Release-downloads/covid-19-guidance-for-ensuring-a-safe-
shipboard-interface-between-ship-and-shore-based-personnel.pdf?sfvrsn=2 
 

Extra storage space for containers 

Container Transport Alliance Australia (CTAA) has launched a register of extra warehousing and storage space as a 
contingency planning measure. 

The register is designed for use by anybody involved in the container transport logistics chain who might be seeking 
additional warehousing space or has the capacity to store full or empty containers. 

The register has been developed to support a worst-case contingency and can be accessed at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWsG3k531z6eEVyTD43TwgN26oT9L3a2glLmxlX5DxzHHAFA/viewfor
m?vc=0&c=0&w=1 

 

Restrictions on entering South Australia 

Essential travellers to South Australia (including truck and train drivers) are now required to keep and retain records of 
all close contact in the state for 14 days after arrival. 

Close contact is defined as being within 1.5 metres of anyone for longer than 15 minutes; or within an enclosed space 
for longer than two hours. A record is defined as the name, phone number or contact details of the person, or if this is 
impractical, the location where the contact occurred. Records can be written or digital. 

More information on these travel restrictions can be found on the Government of South Australia Travel Restrictions 
page at https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/196657/Cross-Border-Travel-Direction-2020-
No.4.pdf 

 
Industry-specific coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance 

Safe Work Australia has updated its website to include industry-specific national guidance on safe workplace 
principles during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

 The site contains information tailored to the road freight, ports and stevedores and warehousing and logistics 
industries. 

The information can be found at https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/covid-19-information-workplaces/industry-
information-covid-19   

 

Movement of maritime crews  

Victoria is working towards implementation of the National Cabinet decision to grant a class exemption for non-cruise 
maritime crew. The class exemption is designed to ensure safe movement of maritime workers to and within Australia. 

 

Doing your part to slow the spread 

Your workforce must apply the same practices all Victorians are expected to adhere to including physical distancing 
and best-practice hygiene. These measures are essential to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19), protect our 
health system and save lives.   

 

Further information 

The directions issued under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 can found on the Department of Health and 
Human Services website https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/state-emergency. 

Freight Victoria is the central point of contact for Victorian Government industry information to help fast-track 
responses to your questions and address issues as they arise.    

Should you have further enquiries, please direct them to freightvictoria@transport.vic.gov.au 


