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Your industry is a priority for the Victorian Government  

The Victorian Government recognises the vital function your industry performs in the current circumstances and has 
taken action to ensure it continues to operate normally. 

The Government has issued a number of directions arising from the declared state of emergency in relation to 
coronavirus (COVID-19) under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. 

This includes a Restricted Activity Direction which restricts the operation of certain businesses and undertakings in 
order to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).  Freight, logistics and home delivery are not included within this 
direction. 

Ensuring the flow of goods and materials, particularly food and personal hygiene products, is vital for the wellbeing of 
every Victorian. It is also key to maintaining community confidence and morale. 

The Australian Transport and Infrastructure Council has also affirmed the critical role of the freight and logistics sector. 

Victoria’s ports 

Australian Border Force (ABF) is responsible for border clearance processes. 

The ABF has implemented additional measures for vessels entering Australian waters including extra screening and a 
requirement that crews of vessels that departed Italy, South Korea, China or Iran within the last 14 days remain on the 
vessel at berth and adopt specific protocols if they need to attend to the vessel. 

Cross-border freight 

Freight is exempt from the restrictions imposed on some interstate travel. However, checks may be imposed at 
borders and you should anticipate that delays may occur. 

Queensland, Tasmania, Western Australia, South Australia and the Northern Territory have enacted movement 
restrictions across state and territory borders. New South Wales, Victoria and the ACT have not. 

Freight Victoria is working with the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator to finalise arrangements for passengers in heavy 
vehicles (including two-up driving) and the requirements for drivers to self-isolate when crossing closed borders. 

Fatigue management 

Roadhouses, dedicated truck stop facilities and truck-driver lounges are exempt from the restrictions to drivers of heavy 
vehicles. 

Exemptions for airline crews 

Crews of visiting aircraft are exempt from the restrictions applied to other arrivals. 

Curfews 

The Victorian Government has issued a Special Gazette (under the Road Safety Act 1986), allowing the delivery of 
food items or personal hygiene products at any time of the day to premises where the public may purchase those 
goods. 

This variation of rules commenced on 22 March 2020 and will continue until 21 September 2020, unless revoked or 
further extended. 

The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) has also agreed to waive restrictions on all curfew permits, except 
those related to safety and access. These arrangements will be reviewed on 19 June 2020. 

Other restrictions such as those ensuring safety and access or applying to heavy vehicle mass or dimension continue 
to apply. 
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Loading zones 

Delivery vehicles dropping off or picking up goods from premises where the public can purchase those goods are 
permitted to stay continuously in loading zones until the task is complete. 

Restrictions continue to apply to other zones. 

Maintaining the road network 

Roads where curfews have been lifted will be monitored to ensure maintenance is prioritised. 

The Victorian Government is also working closely with local councils to ensure local roads maintain local supply. 

Do your part to slow the spread 

Your workforce must still apply the same practices all Victorians are expected to adhere to including physical 
distancing and best-practice hygiene. 

These measures are essential to slow the increase in new cases of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Further information 

The directions issued under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 can found on the Department of Health and 
Human Services website https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/state-emergency  

How the directions apply to a specific freight and logistics business is a matter for the business to consider and seek 
advice if required. 

We have established Freight Victoria as a central point of contact to help fast-track responses to your questions and 
address issues as they arise.  

Should you have further enquiries, please direct them to freightvictoria@transport.vic.gov.au 

This update will be sent to you weekly or as required. 


