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Changes to pandemic settings announced 

From 11:59pm, Friday 22 April 2022, most of Victoria’s COVID-19 restrictions will be removed.  

While further details will be available when the latest Pandemic Orders are published, changes announced 

by the Minister for Health include: 

Face masks 

Face masks will no longer be required: 

• In hospitality and retail settings 

• In primary schools or early childhood settings, and  

• At events of any size. 

Face masks are still required on public transport, at airports (excluding airport workers who aren’t public 

facing), and in sensitive health, aged care and justice settings.  

Face masks are strongly recommended when you can’t physically distance. 

Quarantine, isolation and testing 

Close (household) contacts will no longer have to quarantine – provided they are symptom free, wear a 

face mask indoors and avoid sensitive settings.  

They will need to undertake at least five negative rapid tests over 7 days. 

It is still essential to isolate for 7 days following a COVID-19 diagnosis. However, people are exempt from 

testing or quarantine for 12 weeks if they’ve had COVID-19 and are re-exposed - up from 8 weeks.  

Workers and the workplace 

Workplaces will not have to individually identify and notify each potentially COVID-19 exposed worker.  

All workplaces still require a COVIDSafe Plan and individuals will need to notify their workplace and social 

contacts when they’ve had a COVID-19 diagnosis.  

It will be recommended but not mandatory to work from home if you're a close contact. 

Vaccination 

Staff and patrons of venues will not have to check-in using the Service Victoria app, and venue operators 

will not be required to keep any attendance records or maintain a COVID-19 check-in marshal.  

Patrons will not be required to have two COVID-19 doses or show their vaccination status before entering 

any venue. 

The existing two-dose and three-dose vaccination mandates for workers will remain.  

A third dose of COVID-19 vaccination is available 3 months after an individual’s second dose. To further 

support the management of COVID-19 we encourage you to: 

• Support 3rd dose vaccination uptake across your workforce 

• Review the DH advice on vaccination post COVID infection to inform your workforce, and 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/who-can-get-vaccinated#information-for-people-who-have-recovered-from-covid-19
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• Update vaccination policies based on your own organisation risk assessment, needs and workforce 
consultation. 

International travel 

Unvaccinated travellers will no longer complete 7 days’ quarantine, and pre-departure tests for 

unvaccinated air crew will also be lifted. 

International travellers who are symptom-free will be strongly recommended but not required to get a PCR 

or rapid test on arrival. 

For international maritime services workers: 

• Unvaccinated workers will no longer be required to complete seven days’ quarantine. 

• Workers are strongly recommended to undertake either a rapid antigen or polymerase chain 

reaction (PCR) test within 24 hours of arrival to Australia and self-quarantine in the community until 

a negative result is received.  

• Maritime service workers must comply with all other obligations outlined in the Pandemic Orders. If 

they become symptomatic in the seven days following arrival, they must undertake a COVID-19 

test. If they receive a negative RA test result but are still symptomatic, they should have a PCR test. 

 

Influenza vaccinations 

ATAGI advises: 

• Special risk groups are eligible to receive the seasonal influenza vaccine for free under the National 
Immunisation Program 

• Influenza vaccine is free for all infants and children from six months to under five years of age 

• Influenza vaccine is free for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged from six months 
and older 

• Age-specific, adjuvanted influenza vaccine is available for those aged 65 years and older, and 

• There is no interval required between administration of COVID-19 vaccine and influenza vaccine. 

Further information is available via: 

www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/seasonal-influenza-vaccine  

Communication 

We remind you that you can also access the latest health information about COVID-19 via: 

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au  

www.health.vic.gov.au/covid-19/pandemic-order-register  

 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/seasonal-influenza-vaccine
http://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/covid-19/pandemic-order-register

