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Food Distribution Works Mandatory Third dose 

In order to continue working onsite, many workers will need to provide evidence to their employer they have 

received two or three doses of the COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid proof of medical exemption. 

Food distribution workers (including contractors) are required to show evidence to their employer they have 

received three doses of the COVID-19 vaccine in order to continue working outside their home. 

Food distribution workers 

You must have already received two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine (or have an exemption) to be able to 

work onsite. 

When you need to receive your third dose 

• If you received your second dose on or before 12 September 2021, you were required to get your 

third dose by 12 March 2022. 

• If you received your second dose after 12 September 2021, you are still required to get your third 

dose by 12 March 2022. If you were not eligible for the third dose by this date, you must have 

received this within three months and 14 days after your second dose. There is no requirement to 

book your third dose by a certain date. 

Who is a food distribution worker 

A food distribution worker is someone who works at or in connection with a premises that has the primary 

purpose of the distribution of food and is an onsite worker at that premises who is a: 

• manufacturing worker 

• port or freight worker, or 

• meat and seafood processing worker. 

 

Japanese encephalitis in Victoria 

Japanese encephalitis (JE) virus can cause a rare but potentially serious infection of the brain and is 

spread to humans through mosquito bites. 

JE virus has been detected in pigs in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and South Australia. 

There are now a number of confirmed and probable cases of Japanese encephalitis infection in Victoria. 

Most JE virus infections are asymptomatic, however those with severe infection (less than one per cent) 

may experience headache, vomiting, disorientation, seizures, coma, and more rarely, permanent 

neurological complications or death. 

Anyone experiencing these symptoms, particularly if they’ve visited northern and north-west Victoria or 

southern New South Wales, along the Murray River and its surrounds, or been in contact with pigs, should 

seek urgent medical attention. 

Avoid mosquito bites by using mosquito repellent containing picaridin or DEET on all exposed skin. Wear 

long, loose fitting clothing when outside, and ensure accommodation, including tents, are properly fitted 

with mosquito nettings or screens. 

For more information relating to this incident see Japanese encephalitis in Victoria webpage. 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/japanese-encephalitis-in-victoria
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Dynon Road bridge strengthening works - West Melbourne  

From 27 January 2022 to 28 March 2022, two lanes (one in each direction) will be closed on Dynon Road 

bridge over Moonee Ponds Creek between the CityLink exit and entry ramps. The bridge will undergo 

essential strengthening and repair works to ensure it is safe for increasing heavy vehicle traffic. 

The Victorian Government is strengthening the Dynon Road bridge to prepare for increasing heavy vehicle 

traffic and to ensure freight supply chains are not disrupted.  

To be able to complete this work safely, we’ll be closing one lane in each direction on the bridge in different 

stages. The works will need to be completed in three stages to allow continued access across the bridge to 

vehicles throughout the works. Two out of four traffic lanes will remain open at all times. 

• Stage 1: Traffic will be pushed to the north to create work area on the south side. 

• Stage 2: Traffic will be pushed to the south to create work area on the north side. 

• Stage 3: Traffic split to create median work area. 

Low level construction noise may occur at times. 

Traffic delays along Dynon Road particularly during morning and afternoon peak hours are expected. There 

may also be traffic impacts to vehicles exiting CityLink onto Dynon Road to travel westbound. Traffic 

queues may be expected on the CityLink exit ramp at Dynon Road. 

Traffic is encouraged to avoid the area, and alternative route detours will be in place to reduce traffic 

congestion along Dynon Road. For more information, see the Dynon Road bridge works webpage. 

 

Western Port Highway - upcoming closure  

We’re replacing the roundabouts at the intersection of Ballarto Road and Cranbourne-Frankston Road with 

traffic lights to relieve congestion and improve safety. 

Western Port Highway will be closed continuously between the Ballarto Road and Cranbourne-Frankston 

Road intersections from 10.00pm Wednesday 16 March until 5.00 am Monday 4 April 2022. 

Heavy vehicles should detour via Peninsula Link or South Gippsland Highway. 

Please plan ahead and expect delays of up to 30 minutes during these works. 

For more information see the Western Port Highway Upgrade webpage. 

 

Princes Freeway Laverton works 

The Victorian Government is delivering important road maintenance work on approximately 2.5 kilometres 

of Princes Freeway in Laverton, from Palmers Road bridge to the Fitzgerald Road off-ramp. 

To keep the Princes Freeway safe for the community and the thousands of road users who rely on it every 

day, we are undertaking vital road resurfacing works on the city-bound lanes of the Princes Freeway, 

between Palmers Road bridge and the Fitzgerald Road offramp. 

Crews will be on site for approximately 21 nights between 9:30pm and 5:00am, from Wednesday 2 March 

to Thursday 31 March 2022. This excludes all Friday nights, Saturday nights and public holidays. 

We will be working at night to minimise traffic disruption and to keep our crews safe.  

Please note that the dates and times are subject to change due to weather conditions.  

To find out more about the maintenance we do to keep you moving throughout the year, visit our Metro 

Melbourne Maintenance page. 

To get in touch with the Maintenance team at VicRoads, email: mnw.communications@roads.vic.gov.au    

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/planning-and-projects/melbourne-road-projects/dynon-road-bridge-strengthening-works-west-melbourne
https://bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects/mrpv/western-port-highway-upgrade
mailto:mnw.communications@roads.vic.gov.au
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 Key dates 

 

From 14 January Employers are no longer required to notify WorkSafe if they become aware of a 

confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis attending the workplace 

From 18 January  Eligible transport and freight workers are exempt from close contact home isolation 

requirements to attend their workplace  

12 March  Food distribution workers mandatory third dose (if eligible before 12 January 2022) 

 If food distribution workers received your second dose after 12 September 2021, you 

are still required to get your third dose by 12 March 2022.  

If you were not eligible for the third dose by this date, you must have received this 

within three months and 14 days after your second dose.  

There is no requirement to book your third dose by a certain date. 

 


